BEGINNER ACTIVITY 2 · MAKE A FUNNY PICTURE
BEGINNER ACTIVITY 2 OF 3 · ABOUT 15 MINUTES
Make a funny picture
Describe a picture in plain words and watch it get drawn. Then turn it into a birthday card. No artistic talent required.
	Before you start
Have the Start Here sheet done: ChatGPT open in your browser, signed in, text made bigger. If you are using Gemini or Copilot instead, every step below works the same way.
You don't have to type fast or spell perfectly. It understands plain English, typos and all.



	Good to know before you begin
Making pictures needs a signed-in account (the free plan is fine). Each picture takes about 30 to 60 seconds, and the free plan allows a few pictures a day, so make each one count.
It won't draw famous cartoon characters, company logos, or real public figures. Everything else is fair game: pets, places, food, holidays, hobbies, and your family's inside jokes.


Step 1  Describe the picture you want
Click New chat and type a description. Say what is in the picture, what it is doing, and what style you want (a photograph, a painting, a cartoon). Try this one first, or change the animal and the hobby to suit yourself:
	TYPE THIS (OR CLICK THE MICROPHONE AND SAY IT):
Create a picture of a golden retriever wearing reading glasses and a cardigan, sitting in a cozy armchair reading the Sunday newspaper, with a cup of coffee on the side table. Make it look like a warm, realistic photograph.


What you should see: a message that it is creating the image, then the picture appears. Give it a minute. If it asks a question first (“what breed?”), just answer it.
Step 2  Change it, without starting over
It remembers the picture, so you can ask for changes the same way you would ask a person. One change at a time works best:
	TYPE THIS (OR CLICK THE MICROPHONE AND SAY IT):
Now make it a cat instead, and give it a bowl of ice cream.



	TYPE THIS (OR CLICK THE MICROPHONE AND SAY IT):
Turn it into a watercolor painting.



	TYPE THIS (OR CLICK THE MICROPHONE AND SAY IT):
Add a snowy Wisconsin winter scene outside the window behind the chair.


What you should see: a new picture each time. Some details may shift between versions; that is normal. If a version was perfect, scroll back up to it; it's still there.
Step 3  Make a card for someone
Pictures can include words, which makes them cards. Change the name and the hobby to someone you know:
	TYPE THIS (OR CLICK THE MICROPHONE AND SAY IT):
Make a birthday card for my friend Carol, who loves gardening and the color purple. Show a cheerful garden full of purple flowers with a watering can and a cup of tea, and include the words “Happy Birthday, Carol!” in friendly lettering at the top.


Pictures with words sometimes come out with a letter wrong. Just say: “The word ‘Birthday’ is misspelled. Please fix it and keep everything else the same.”
Step 4  Save the picture
1. Move your mouse over the picture. A small download arrow appears in a corner. Click it. The picture is saved in your Downloads folder.
1. No arrow? Right-click the picture and choose Save image as…, then click Save.
1. To share it, attach it to an email or a text message the way you would any photo, or print it on card stock and fold it in half.
Step 5  Optional: turn one of your own photos into a painting
If you have a photo on this laptop of your pet, your garden, or a favorite vacation spot, you can hand it over. Click the + or paperclip icon in the typing box, choose Upload, find the photo, and then type:
	TYPE THIS (OR CLICK THE MICROPHONE AND SAY IT):
Turn this photo into a watercolor painting with soft colors, like a greeting card.


	A word about uploading photos
Photos of your own pet, garden, house, or scenery are fine. Think twice before uploading photos of other people, and never upload children's photos without their parents' say-so. Never upload a photo of a document, a card, or an ID. If you switched off “Improve the model for everyone” (see the Start Here sheet), your uploads stay out of the company's training data.


Ideas if you finish early
1. A moose paddling a canoe across a Wisconsin lake at sunrise, in the style of a vintage travel poster.
1. Our family's Thanksgiving table as a cartoon, with the turkey as the host wearing a chef's hat.
1. A squirrel in a tuxedo giving a speech at a wedding, with other squirrels wiping away tears.
1. Two grandparents dancing the polka on the moon, with Earth in the background.
1. A cozy reading nook I'd love to have: big window, lake view, a cat asleep on the chair.
If something goes wrong
1. It says it can't make the picture. Some requests are off limits (famous characters, real people, logos). Describe a made-up version instead: “a cheerful green dinosaur” rather than a character's name.
1. It drew something odd: six fingers, a backwards word, a third ear. It happens. Ask it to fix that one thing, or ask for a fresh version.
1. It says you've reached a limit. The free plan allows a few pictures a day. Pair up with a neighbor at your table, or come back to it tomorrow.
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